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Welcome

Featuring the various talents of €thiopian artists has been an
exciting experience for Galleria Tomoca. And now we are on the
sixteenth turn of this feat. This month Galleria Tomoca is bringing
you a special collection of visual and poetic art with Chernet
Wolde Gebriel. This is the first time that such a combination is
featured at our Gallery, and probably the first in Addis Ababa.
Take pleasure of the rainy season with your uniquely favourite
coffee ,Tomoca, and with the passionate dual artist's pieces.

€njoy your visitl
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Artistic Jubiliation

Galleria Tomoca is bringing you a special work
of arts and poetry with Cherinet Weldegebriel. The
art collections appeal for both poem lovers and art
admirers Cherinet is both a painter and poet. This is
the first time that such a combination is featured at
this gallery and probably the first in Addis Ababa.
Of course there are shows that feature music and
poetry but it is not common to see art exhibitions
featuring poetry in the mix. We actually tried to
link the two art forms in our previous exhibition
by Agegnenhu Adane but that has not happened
for various reasons. Now we are very happy to
present you Cherinet's dual artistic pieces. We
also encourage other artists with such dual talents
to join us at Galleria Tomoca in the future. So that
we will be having smooth opportunity to show case
other forms of art combined and harmonized.

Cherinet expresses himself through his painting as
well as poetry. Words and paintings are dual ways
of expressing himself as medium of communication
to the outside world. His paintings mostly show
harmonious features of nature, landscope and
portraits of people. In his poetry Cherinet demands
answers for everyday life challenges, love, hate
ond wide range of social issues. Both of his
expressions are powerful and strong in their own
ways and seek understanding and peace.

His paintings are expressed in semi realistic and
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semi abstract arts. The way he takes pigment of
paints in and impasto. So the pigments create
their own textures. His mixtures of colors and knife
palate are clearly observed in his paintings. The
way hi mix up the pigments of colors are also vivid
in his works. You can look the roses, the roses and
women and the forest and trees by the rivers to
understand these expressions. You can even look
at the intensity and swiftness of his strokes in the
paintings. They show you the passion and power
he exerts in his paintings. Of course there are some
discordant color harmonies that Cherinet has to
chedk in the future.

As stated above, the poems deal with life matters
like love and hate, meaning of life and similar
themes. His poetry collection published in 2004
titled "€frates” has a number of wonderful pieces.
Among these are "Tadilo(the lucky one)”, Arategna
(the fourth one), Chereka (The Moon) and €wnetu
(The Truth). Few lines from his piece titled "€frates”
with close literal translation from Amharic to €nglish
goes like this.....

.....People call you lazy when you don't work
They call you servant and low life when you do
Let them say what they want

Just go on and be the underdog

life may take you to another land being the
underdog

But in time that another land will be yours. . ..
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In this piece Cherinet tries to show us the hard truth
about living in another land. But at the some time
shares the important place of hard work wherever
you are to keep you out of misery.

Art always looks for a place in the minds and hearts
of human beings. UWhen that natural place is ready,
we have some very talented people like Cherinet
who bless us with their artistic qifts. Thanking
Cherinet for presenting us with his dual artistic gifts,
I leave you to enjoy the pieces.

As usual I want to appreciate Galleria Tomoca for
arranging such a platform to enjoy art, sipping the
amazing taste of Tomoka Coffee. Thank you and
See you soon with another feature.

€shetu Tiruneh (Painter)
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Cherinet and his pursuit for
marrioge of the arts

There was once a controversial old woman living in
Addis. Despite having decent life, she was one of the
reqular beggars attracting most worshippers at the gate
of one of the popular churches in the center of Mercato,
St-Raguel. She was liked by many for her extraordinarily
artistic approach and style of begging. She was not
like the many ordinary beggars that we know. She was
attracting the attention of many for her brilliont poetic
talent, beautiful language and the melodious approach
that she was accustomed to while practicing begging.
She never thought of her practice as begging. Rather ,
she took herself as passionate entertainer making to
relox. Surprisingly, it was lately known that the lady
was giving the coins to the needy in her surroundongs.

One of her daughters, who is a physician by profession,
had always been emotionally torched by her mother's
acts. The whole family was highly challenged to neither
take it positively nor to force her quit her practice. Life
went on like that. Nothing was able to change her mind.
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She was an aunt to Wolde-Gebriel Sisay, a Priest in the
same church; a distant aunt to Chernet Woldegebriel,
o painter and poet, who was the only one being
influenced by her creative artistic talent.

Poetry is also something that Cherinet's distant aunt
waos very good at. Cherinet has a special bond with
her as he was inspired by how she uses poetry in her
everyday life to communicate things that she wants to
address.

Cherinet says;"My distant aunt from my father had a
very interesting personality. Despite living a decent life,
she accepted coins as a beggar in exchange for her
poetry lines to people. She used to say that it is a prize
and recognition of her talents and she was very good
atit.”

This has helped Cherinet to form a stronger connection
with poetry and his talents were molded into a very
good one over the years, both in writing poetry and
painting. His younger brother also writes poems.

Most people in the world of art get their inspiration
and career defining experiences as a child. Cherinet
Weldegebriel had such an experience. He grew up
admiring and getting captivated by  the art works of his
two brothers, who were already accomplished painters.
That fascination grew into practice as he started copying
paintings of his older brother. Cherinet also took his
skills to the classroom and started drawing sketches of
people and objects in the school including portraits of
his teachers in a comical way.

Born on 28 January 1975 around Merkato area in Addis
Ababa, in a family that treasures art in its different
forms, Cherinet says his childhood is strongly influenced
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by his father's Christion background. As a priest, his
father would take him to church and Cherinet practices
spiritual singing and also spent time studying the bible.

"Myartistic  personality and profession was shoped
during my wonderful childhood with the influence and
support of a great family.” says Cherinet.

Cherinet is a graduate of the School of Fine Arts and
Design. After graduating in 2004, he taught drawing
and painting in  different schools including Addis
Hetema Secondary School, Music Mayday and €thio
Turkish  School.Cherinet showcased his art works in
eight solo and five group exhibitions, one of which is
in the Netherlands.He published one poetry book titled
"Efrates” in 2005 and released a poetry CD in 2009 with
a title "Dina”. His second book is also in the making.

As a painter and poet, Cherinet enjoys the wonderful
support of his wife who also shares his passion,
although her day job is far from it. As she is well read
in areas of painting and the art history, she critically
reviews his works and at times tries to copy and paint
some of his paintings. Cherinet's wife is o development
practitioner with a bachelor's degree in human rights
and post graduate qualification in development and
poverty, earned at Sussex University in €ngland,
Brighton.

The couple has two children and most of the home
responsibilities are handled by his wife. "I am blessed
to have such a loving and very supportive wife. She
takes care of the responsibilities | should handle in
the house and also makes sure that | am in the best

environment to do my art work,” says Cherinet.

Nebiyu Girma
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£ WA [ 1M, Occupation : Painter / Poet

PT@-(\L Havy: aPANLI® 28:1975 A.9° Date of Birth : October 09: 1982 G.C.

PT@-OL (F: A%0 AN Place of Birth : Addis Ababa

OrPUCTE L4886 (AGO  ANO €ducation : Bachelor of Fine Arts & Design (BFA)
zacot Ad 71 PONG LHRT T/ Degree in Art €ducation and Painting from Addis

Ababa University

Artist's Statement: Cherinet Welde gebriel Sisay

My interest and inclination to art goes back to my childhood. Copying drawings of my elder brother and sketching my teachers in
class observing the different lines in their positioning and movement had always interested me when | was a child. Realizing my
talent and interest of expressing my surroundings and ideas in conceptual dimensions of art such as lines, patterns and forms, after
completing high school, | committed myself to developing my natural gift. | have attended visual art training for about nine years.
I took training in drawing as amateur artist for five years before | joined Addis Ababa University (RAU), School of Fine Arts and
Design, which is the only full-fledged professional Fine Art training institute in the country, in 2000 and studied Fine Art majoring
in Painting for four years. Despite extremely competitive process where only twenty five out of more than one thousand applicants
got admitted, | became one among those successful applicants. And that was one of the greatest achievements of my life and
a landmark to my dream of pursuing a career as a professional artist. | graduated with Bachelor of Fine Arts & Design in 2004.

Becoming a full time studio artist | have displayed my art work ina number of group and solo exhibitions held in €thiopia and abroad.

As a painter my works focus on social and political phenomena and my aspiration of how things ought to be in life. | use colours
from nature particularly landscape and flowers to express phenomena and ideal situations. | enjoy combining the diverse colours
and different compositions in natural environs with my thoughts and expressing ideas and feelings distorting the forms. My
enthusiaosm to play with colours and different compositions has pushed me to stick to nature in my art work. Besides, | sometimes
do portrait paintings though | focus on reflecting feelings rather than depicting outward looks. | use colours from landscapes and
flowers to illustrate feelings and expressions. Beyond the diverse colours in flowers my belief that ‘things happening today, at
this moment, are always right and their moment of beauty and time is now. This thought of mine has somehow influenced my
affection to flowers, flowers look beautiful more than anything at their blooming period and their time and beauty is that moment.
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