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WelCOMEe NOTE

Welcome back to another exciting month of art feast at Galleria
TO.MO.CA. The first photography exhibition featured the works
of Aida Muluneh. Art lovers have been visiting the pictures and
expressing their appreciations. We've also received constructive
feedback from art lovers visiting the gallery. Young and aspiring
Photographer Meklit Mersha is showing exquisite talent in the
month of June. Meklit is an advocate of photography for social
change. She also aspires to be a visual sociologist.

Take pleasure of the rainy season with hot TO.MO.CA. Coffee
and with passionate photographers' pieces!



ChOems CI0H NAST

gontJNC: /evc vat/

mwhnt ool NI NL+HPea 4@ eheyot
o%tT nOPCHr CEFILE TLAT  HIET
NP tard Gt CETILE TCYE NTEM
Ao 0me AP M emyTim NN TS
CteTC TRF WP m:: NPSma 0o
Lqe @+, TC kn hEATE NMYC €h0n 0N
neAY 1RF 1o Loyt CoaPty NtnLye
CANNPTIS  CNded 16ATT TRIPT  Ym::
$e90 nQa nFCm9® ChLS mnid CETIILE
TC9T 9o tAlm NHL ym::

nMasm Comtit 6Ly AL QUOTTIm
mhntT mCa NAZITP Mo Cm¥a &ATLS
THE n&+E 5H2NC HATD Fadmrant:: NHQ
AT THP INC CET146 9994t HIMA
eFent::  /aFénrCmanta::/  9OGANTIO
o nPoa eratnm OTNN GatS OTad
omhmMe® AM%TS &PC NIHD NCYF oIS
o Lem A%m>t Nana Aemés Lo
n2+enn NCT® HS NETISE N TNNE
o713m N&S 7€ amMat &3FanT:: gorge
w1 NHY CETI146 TCAT AL QdlNtt
0850 oA NafHGm nthaet demt
JC Otmpud. NP9 eat gof 17 AA YW

mmhnt oG Nalky TH NY7e. 09401
/Sociology/ TY9MUCT CmoE€mud?e  R4PT
COHT NaowP 9%:: CET14.6 1990T GPCP 1%
Hé00 &2n 25 17 017 eoedeaTim +°NC
Ny ntoed+TNt owf IC +tmyeC AnA
i%n 94095 I AHIETFA THIEFnToo::

Concurrence Of The Animate
ond The |deal Lenses /7 No. Two/

Meklit Mersha is the second Photographer to
showcase her photography works at Galleria
TO.MO.CA this season. The general theme of
her photographic exhibition is nature. If you
specifically delve into her works, she shows us
her fascination with plants and insects image.
This is the peculiar feature of her works that
differentiotes her exhibition from last month's
feature by Aida Muluneh.

MekKlit's passion for drawing as a child was
very strong as stated it in her bio. That was
when she found out about her inclination for
photography. That row talent and passion
may have been hidden fermenting inside her
until she got the chance to finally put it in
practice and just got it displayed to all art
lovers.

Looking at her photographic works showing
wide variety of plants, one may quess
that she at least has some proximity to the
biological sciences. But that is not the case.
Meklit is actually a sociology graduate from
the Addis Ababa University.  And she is
determined to use this knowledge of society
in her photography. Meklit envisions being a
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visual sociologist in order to bring about social

change. This definitely is an initiative that has
not been practiced in €thiopia. It's a vision
that would bring so much to the industry and

the country.

Imagine a showcase of the various social fabric,
changes and trends being photographed and
displayed by Meklit. This is a very different
culture and thinking that leaves the traditional
presentation of social observation and studies
through literature. The photographs  could
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even be passed on to generations carrying

social meanings and history. This is a vision
and ambition that should be commended and
applauded for. May God help you succeed in
this wonderful path of creativity and mastery
of naturel!

MekKlit's nature photograophs especially the
flowers and the butterflies speak volumes
when you look at them from the visual art
perspective. If you closely look at;

o The shots of the flower's bud, the
pollen, the lines of the leaves
ond the decorative elements,
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the water drops and the shaped
images she took reflect the specific
movements and memorable moments.

The unique external features and
shapes of the trees, flowers, the
leaves and the insects.

The harmonious colors and reflections
of the flowers and the leaves

The harmony of light and dark features
of the surroundings

All these features have tremendous
beauty and artistic value remaining
ingrained in our mind.
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All these artistic observations tell us that
Meklit indeed is well versed in her knowledge
of photography and art. It also shows her
ability and relentless effort to connect to
nature and show her understanding to all of
us. | salute Meklit and want to say well done
and do more of what you're doing! | also
want to thank Galleria TO.MO.CA. for putting
together the show along with the exotic taste
of Tomoca Coffee. Good Job and Carry on
with your marvelous efforts |

€shetu Tiruneh



003 “dfd LUYLYD

1103 'v2pio Ay



71¢, 9NN BT14-4.C:
gohnt

mié 32%11s MNee 1M T et Coohat &9
T PT AREE LFan:: dn 0940At A€ A€ 1R FPES
NNt TC NEFISET maT Novln® Na 1% FaedP Ae
im:: OHnee NFPEY Lo NIt AILUI0 ahlmtS ATeTE
LAt rad GPC CETISE FAdPY LA AUINEH NAET
AIeMPOT PG1LNT:: NEANES 7S AP FRCT CONR 6
ahe Tmie pARAFT ANCE T w5 LT SCO9YY Conann
L4nPT AMETID AMLP WS 1Aty wIRUIAMTS
Nan CEF146 mmtiT w1&twd w1R0LET Fiant::
Cmhnt eM-PonS ET146 GPL Fdh 15 PATRE Q4B
T09¢ 5ent ton nilem eMoa hEATH BEIULA::

“Ihea @AT T¢ CM0A Tad natm T094PF munna
TLUP JNC:: 0L ARIPCE CYgunt CHALQ AETL ATy
mYe9° wme YNC:: Ohk 45T aThat mmTnlndl Nmy° tme
MC: METT No9emgus athatt @rPn aniNc +ETCY
NOYEYPS Agu BT T 0CAT ATTEA: QU PATm PoneTyo
mEeHP o8 OiNem NHY +TRAS Booanda::” tant:: “bats

1)

10

Meklit: "The Visual Sociologist”

Socializing and group activities may not be her
best qualities, but Meklit Mersha surely knows
how to show the different social fabrics and nature
in her fascinating pictures. Her love for travelling,
nature and excitement to life in general shaped
her photography skills. The spiritual books written
by authors like Paulo Coelho, €ckhart Tolle and
Vincent Norman also give her the inspiration to do
what she does best; showing her fascination for
nature with pictures.

Mekilit's love for drawing and photography goes
way back to her elementary school drawing class.
"l used to be one of the top students who had
good skills to draw. | also loved writing stories”
says MekKlit. The garden, her mother fondly used
to take care of at their compound, also got her
very close to nature. She got her first cell phone
when she went to high school at Nazareth School
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in Addis Ababa. "The cell phone had a camera with
it. That really defined my journey to photography.
| wos so in love with the cell phone that all | did
all day was taking pictures at school, home and
everywhere.” Her friends use to love the pictures
she takes of them. "Some of them even printed
those pictures and hang them on the walls in their
room. It was a wonderful experience.”

The fashion magazines lying around in the house
were also sources of inspiration for Meklit as she
oot older. "I wanted to be able to create images
that looked amazing as the ones in the international
magazines. After a while, | realized that it was not
only the photographs that caught my attention,
but anything that glowed with the beauty of light
reflected upon it" recalls Meklit.Uhen she turned
17, Meklit got her first professional Camera as a
gift from her uncle. That was when she took the
next step of taking professional pictures. Mekilit's
skills got even sharper after she joined Addis
Ababa University to study sociology. Her studies
gave her angles to focus on. Meklit presented
her very first exhibition on street photography
that related to the different sociological theories
and approaches. That was actually the course
theme she waos taking as a second year student.
99 year old Meklit graduated from Addis Ababa
University lost year as a sociologist. But she took
photography as a full time job. She is aspiring to
become visual sociologist using photography as a
tool for social change.

Nebiyu Girma
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